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EQUALITIES AND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

CHILDREN (EQUAL PROTECTION FROM ASSAULT) (SCOTLAND) BILL  

SUBMISSION FROM ANONYMOUS 

 

Opposing the Children (Equal Protection From Assault) (Scotland) Bill 

Dear Committee 

Like John Finnie I have occasionally, as a last resort, smacked my children. This was 
generally when they were too young to understand or heed a warning about why certain 
behaviour or actions were dangerous. If after repeated warnings they wandered towards 
the road or touched something that was dangerous or threw things that could hit and hurt 
their baby sibling then I would gently and firmly explain their punishment was one smack on 
the bum. I would do it and then explain to them this was only for their safety and others’ 
safety because what they were doing was not only disobedient but dangerous. I would call 
this reasonable chastisement and I sought to make sure it was done calmly and not in any 
sort of anger. It doesn’t surprise me at all that child-on-child violence increased after the 
smacking ban was introduced in Sweden in 1979, because those children who were able to 
totally ‘tune-out’ any verbal warnings then felt totally above the law no matter what they did 
to other children. 

I am thankful that in our country the law rigorously protects children. Child abuse in 
Scotland is already illegal! The Criminal Justice Act (Scotland) 2003 covers that. There are 
sadly of course some people who seek to hurt and abuse children and the full force of the 
law should be applied to seeking them out and bringing them to justice. However, the 
‘reasonable chastisement’ clause can’t be used by anyone to hide behind it as a court is 
able to take in to account a range of factors to assess if it was indeed reasonable. 
Reasonable, safe, non-angry smacking is not assault! It is showing a child that this is so so 
so serious that the last resort of a smack has to be resorted to sometimes.  

My fear is that we will make criminals out of ordinary parents seeking to set boundaries out 
of love for their children. Children are not autonomous adults and are learning and trying to 
make sense of the world. I would rather have smacked my young kid’s bum a couple of 
times to set safe boundaries rather than seeing their broken body lying under a car, or their 
scalded face after they have pulled a boiling pot of soup on themselves because they 
ignored all verbal warnings. It is so dangerous for children and indeed for society when 
children aren’t properly disciplined. I’m not saying to lovingly parent you have to smack but 
it should be a legal option open to parents. 

Child abuse and loving parental discipline are two very different things and to conflate the 
two through outlawing smacking sends such a dangerous message. The real abusers out 
there will no doubt laugh that now thousands of extra parents will be under the spotlight and 
social workers and police will be rushing all over the place overwhelmed by reports of this 
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or that child being given a smack, thus meaning it’s actually less likely that an actual abuser 
will be caught.  

A ComRes poll found that only 14% are in favour of criminalising smacking and 74% of 
Scottish Adults are against such a ban. This is because many many of us were smacked as 
children when we’d gone well outside the bounds of good behaviour and we are thankful for 
this firm discipline and the structure and boundaries it gave our lives. Why suddenly does 
John Finnie and (it seems) the Scottish Government no longer trust Scottish parents? 
Surely the Committee doesn’t believe the Government has to wedge itself in between 
parent and child with another criminal law because they just don’t believe Scottish parents 
can be trusted? Is there a stereotyped element to this Bill, which believes that Scottish 
parents are more ‘heavy handed’ than other peoples around UK, Europe and the world? 
Surely not?! I trust that the motivations behind John Finnie’s Bill are well-meaning, however 
the Bill is misguided and sets a dangerous precedent of state intrusion into how parents 
parent in a loving way. I hope the Committee will see fit not to commend this Bill.  

Thank you for your time in reading my submission, I am thankful that we live in a country 
where the voices of the ordinary woman and man are listened to and taken into 
consideration. 

Kind regards 


